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Contract awarded 

General Atomics to Develop Advanced Arresting Gear 
System for Navy at Lakehurst  
 

LAKEHURST, NJ – February 18, 2005 – General Atomics has been awarded a System Development and 

Demonstration (SDD) Phase contract that includes the design, fabrication, delivery, integration and test of a 

shipboard representative Advanced Arresting Gear (AAG) for NAVAIR. 

General Atomics, based in San Diego, CA, will install its equipment at the NAVAIR Lakehurst Jet Car Test 

Site in 2006-2007 and conduct testing in 2007-2008 with unmanned test vehicles that represent the weight and 

speed of Naval aircraft.  Land-based aircraft testing will occur in 2009 at the NAVAIR Lakehurst Runway 

Arrested Landing Site. 

“The contract, valued at $95,767,211 is the latest step in a multi-phase acquisition program to develop a system 

to replace the present arresting gear used to stop aircraft on aircraft carrier decks.  The AAG will be retrofitted 

into existing CVN 68 (Nimitz) class aircraft carriers and installed in the new CVN 21 class carriers as they are 

being built. AAG will begin shipboard operations by 2014.” according to Joseph Kirk, AAG Team Leader.  

Variations of the present Mark 7 Shipboard Arresting Gear System have been in operations for more than fifty 

years. The Mark 7 is a manpower intensive system that is approaching its design operating limits.   



The Advanced Arresting Gear (AAG) will provide the operational capability to recover the US Navy carrier 

based air wing projected for 2015 through 2045. The AAG will safely and efficiently recover both 

heavier/faster aircraft and lighter weight unmanned air vehicles that may enter the Fleet in the coming years. 

The AAG will also be designed to provide a lifecycle cost savings by reducing operational and maintenance 

costs.  
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